










b. "The interlocking issues are that you seek a remedy through the scope 
of the Timor-Leste Government to have an independent inquiry into the 
actions that you most disapproved of, namely the activities of your
clandestine mission in Timor-Leste that had nothing to do with national
security and was principally serving commercial interests exterior to the 
national interest. 11

c. "You seek a remedy .... I have told you that I cannot find you a remedy 
that would generate an independent and searching inquiry into the 
conduct of the Australian Government with respect to its use of ASIS in 
Dili outside its proper function" 

d. " ... The Prime Minister of Timor-Leste has dealt judiciously, prudently 
and carefully with the information with respect to the unlawful and 
improper activities of the Australian government. 1 1

e. " ... I was troubled for some considerable time about the knowledge you 
unwittingly passed to me in my dual role as adviser to the Timor -Lest
Government. 1 1  

f. "I have no difficulty whatsoever in pursuing the interests of Timor-Leste 
over this issue"

g. " ... I have no conflict of interest in representing the two interests."

h. " ... it will be necessary to provide greater detail than has been provided 
to date."

27. On 23 April 2013 the Republic of Timor-Leste instituted arbitral proceedings in 
the Permanent Court of Arbitration against the Commonwealth of Australia, 
alleging the negotiated Treaty on Certain Martine Arrangements in the Timor 
Sea (CMATS) was invalid because Australia failed to conduct the treaty 
negotiations in good faith by engaging in espionage. Collaery was involved as a 
legal adviser to Timor-Leste, and the information and evidence of Witness K 
was central to the Timor-Leste case.

28. In a joint media release issued on 3 May 2013 by the then Attorney-General of 
Australia, Mr Mark Dreyfus, and the then Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Bob 
Carr, it was confirmed that arbitral proceedings in relation to CMATS had been 
initiated by Timor-Leste against Australia. Extensive media reporting occurred 
following this confirmation of the arbitral proceedings by the Australian 
government.
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