
 

   

 

 
   

 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 
   

 
  

   
 

  
 

  
        

      
      

    

  

 
   

  

    

Investigation 

Referring Agency 

Brief 
Assessment 

Decision to 
Charge 

The CDPP 

Hearing 

Sentencing 

Summary Proceedings 
Local, Magistrates or Federal Court 

Brief of Evidence 

Insufficient Evidence or 
not in public interest 

to prosecute 

Offence 
Dismissed 

Offence 
Proved 

Pleads 
Not Guilty 

Pleads guilty 
Trial 

Indictable Proceedings 
District/County or Supreme Court 

Committal 
Hearing 

Sentencing 

Committed 
for trial 

Offence 
Proved 

Prosecution 
Appeal against 

sentence 

Prosecution or Defence Appeal 
in higher courts 

Defence Appeal 
against conviction 
and/or sentence 

Steps in the Criminal Prosecution Process 
This represents a typical criminal prosecution process. 

However due to the complex nature of the legal 
process and jurisdictional differences there can be 

many variations to this process 

Decision to 
prosecute 

Committal Proceedings 
Local or Magistrates Court 

Offence 
Dismissed 

Offence 
Dismissed 

Pleads guilty Pleads 
Not Guilty 

Other Avenues of appeal available 


