
U

U

Commonwealth
Director of Public Prosecutions

Annual Report 1989—90

AustralianGovernmentPublishingService
Canberra

Ii

‘I,

DPP ~

II



Director’soverview

MarkWeinbergQC,
CommonwealthDirectorof Public Prosecutions

Thisis theseventhannualreportof theOffice of the Directorof Public Prosecutions,and

thesecondsuchreportundermy hand.My first reportwaswritten not longafter I had

assumedthepositionof Director. A yearhavingpassed,while I canscarcelyclaim to

haveacquiredthe statusof a veteran,I amat leastmorecomfortableperformingthetasks

expectedof me.

The positionof CommonwealthDirectorof PublicProsecutionsis, in manyways,an

intriguingone.TheDirector isrequiredto takeresponsibilityfor the managementof

what is, on anyview, a largelawoffice, comprisingover400 staff, approximatelyhalfof

whom arelawyers.Theoffice is, of course,a nationalonewith its managementcentred

in Canberra.However,the operationalwork is undertakenprincipally in the larger

capitalcities. A MelbournebasedDirector musttravel interstatea greatdeal.Evenso, it
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cameassomethingof a surpriseto me to discoverthat I hadspentover50 daysinterstate

visitingoneor otherof my regionaloffices, or HeadOffice inCanberra,in theyear

ending30June1990.

Theyearhasbeenanextremelybusyone.My Office hasdealtwithover4 000 matters

summarily,andalmost500 matterson indictment.Theoverwhelmingmajority of these

prosecutionshavebeenhandledin-houseby DPPstaff. Casesof exceptionaldifficulty or

importance,and thosetried on indictmentin NewSouthWalesandVictoria, have

generallybeenbriefedoutto theprivateBar. I havemyselfappearedin courton a fairly

regularbasis.My diary recordsthat I spenta totalof6l daysduring thepastyeareitherin

court, ordirectly involved in the preparationof casesfor court.

Theroleof Director is not,however,confinedto managementof the officeandcourt

appearancework. Therearenumerousdecisionsof an operationalnaturewhich needto
betakenorapprovedby theDirectorpersonally.Therearealsowritten advicesto be

prepared,paperstobewritten for publicationin variousjoumals,andfor presentationat

conferences,seminarsor symposiums.

My reasonfor remarkinguponthediverserangeof functionsperformedby theDirector is
not to presenta public whinge. it is ratherto providethebasisfor a proper
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acknowledgementof the enormousassistancewhich I havereceivedfrom all my staff.

Withouttheir tirelesscontributionsmy positionwould veryswiftly becomeanintolerable

one.

Thereis very little more thatI needto say.Themajoroperationalmattersdealtwith by

myOffice during the pastyeararesetout in detail in thechapterswhichfollow. Among

thosewhichhavereceivedmostattentionare the first WarCrimesprosecutionbrought

in this country, and the WinchesterInquest.Therewerealsoa numberof importantdrug

andfraud trials which aresingledoutforattention.

Thework of eachof ourCriminal Assetsbranchesis worthy of particularnote.

Restrainingordershavebeenobtainedoverpropertytotalling $46.7million. I am

confidentthat therewill bea numberof significantforfeituresandpecuniarypenaltiesin

the monthsahead.

Potentiallythe mostimportantnewdevelopmentso far asour work is concernedis the

creationof the AustralianSecuritiesCommission.This involvesthe transferof company

fraudprosecutionsfrom theStatesto theCommonwealth.Corporateregulationin

Australiais, of course,a matterof nationalconcern.It requiresaconcertednational

effort. Theprosecutionof thosewho,asdirectors,commitseriousfraud is of paramount

importance.Thishasbeenrecognisedin theUnitedStateswhere,in recentyears,

significantprogresshasbeenmadein exposingmajorwrongdoingthroughsuccessful

prosecutions.I amconfidentthat, givenadequateresources,myOffice will beableto

achievesimilarsuccess.
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I concludethis overviewby noting theretirementof thepreviousAttorney-General,the

HonourableLionel Bowen.Heand I hadestablisheda soundandcordialworking

relationship.A similarrelationshiphasalreadydevelopedbetweenhissuccessor,the

HonourableMichaelDuffy, andmyself.

I ampleasedtoreportthat, as wouldbeexpected,I waspermittedto anddid perform all

my statutoryfunctionsin anentirely independentmanner.Therewasno hint of

intefferencefromanysourcewithin Government.

I acknowledgemy cordialworkingrelationswiththeFederalAttorney-General’s

Department,my variousStatecounterparts,andalsotheheadsof themajor law

enforcementagencieswith whomI dealon a regularbasis.
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